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Honoured Brethren IA 


T your Deſire I have printed this 
Diſcourſe nith ſome little Enlarge- 
ment. Conſidering what a polite Age 
| we live in, and how nice and critical 7 
Men are prown, 1 had almoſt reſold to have 
beg d your Excuſe, and not have pabliſb'd it; | 
but the frequent Sollicitation and Importunity of 
| Friends, and ſome of you that heard it, 
join d with the Uſefulneſs and Seaſonableneſs of 
the Subject, have at laſt intirely prevail with 
me (being alſo aſſur'd of your. Candaur and 
Goad· Nature) to accept this in the room f a 
better Performance. Wan 
We are ſo unhappy, as to live in an Age in 
which Religion and the Chriſtian Life are greatly 
neglected, and Contention and Diviſions are too 
apparent, where the ſtricteſt Friendſhip and Uni- 
ty ſbou d be manifeſt ; and the excellent Virtues 
of Charity and Moderation are become too much 
out of faſhion. Now if what T have here made 
publick does but eſſect any thing towards a Cure 
of thoſe growing Evils, and forward us in the 
Diſcharge of our Duty-towards God and one to 
another; I ſhall then have my Aim, and think 
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Only. let your Converſation be 4s it run | 

th Goſpel of Criſt; that whether 7 com 
i ee jou, or elſe be abſent, In 


bow of your Aﬀairs, that. ye. fond 4 | 
in one Spirit, with one Mind, 
fo gether for the Toll of. the Go fel. 


HE holy Ap e St. Pond Oe | 
of the Lord, and warn'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt in a Divine Viſion, to go 1 
Macedonia and preach the Goſpel, be- 
gan it in the City of Philipps; and having plant- Ads 16. 
ed a Church Hee he travels from Place to Place 9» Tf, 12- 
till he came to Rome, where (for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt) he was in Bonds, and probably in Ne- 
ceſſity and great Straits: Which the Philippi 
underſtanding, they ſend Epaphrodirus their Meſ- Phil. 4. 
ſenger, wich.” a liberal and generous Supply to 3 
his Wants, by whom St. Paul ſends: this 3 
97 ergy The main Scope and De- 
ſiga of which was, to excite them to perſevere | 
in Faith and Piety, and other Chriſt ian Vertues, 
and not be diſcourag d by his preſent Sufferings; 2 
to warn them (as the Greek Scholiaſts alſo thin) 
— Seducers. and Judaizing Teachers; whp Chap.” 3 
elſe” corrupt and pervert them, by mix- 2- 
— the Law and the Goſpel to ether, Too 
ny were who roſe up in the 
Church, 


— 


aul ile 


N 


Church, and caus d much Trouble and Diſputa- 
Acts 5 tion, (as you may ſee) impoſing on the Chriſti- 


Ys 


ans Circumciſion and the ſhadows of the Law, 
meg notwithſtanding they were abrogated ; placing 
the greateſt ſtreſs upon them: which was plain 
detraQion from the'Gloty and Perfection of the 
ſpel-Miniſtration. n 
Now the I being very ſollicitous about 
his beloved Philippi, gives them moſt excel- 

lent. Advice, with regard both to Doctrine and 
Life; and in a ſpecial manner, as in the Words 
of our Text, to fee that their Copverſation was 
ing the Goſpel-of Chriſt, with ons Mind ſtri- 

ving together for: the Faith of the Goſpel. The Con- 
nexion of which words with the fyregoing Diſ- 
courſe, is briefly this. In Verſes 22, 23. St. Paul 
expreſſes his great ſtrait ;' Whether to live ors dye, 
what to chooſe, ſays he, I wot mor. There were 
weighty Reaſons to incline him both ways} his 
Love and Deſire for the Fruition of Chriſt 'on | 
the one hand, and the Good of the Church on 
/ the other, putting him; in reſpect of Choice, 
Ver. 24. upon an Equilibrium. But this he was ſatisfyd 
nin, that to abide a while longer in this earthly 
21; ing ge of this he fe bla oWig 

Ver. 28. ing perſuaded of this, he expreſſes hi wi 

oY by a fort of Aſſurance and Certainty that he ſhould. 
See2Tim. not in this ' firſt impriſonment at Rome be put 
4. 16, 17. to Death, but his Life ſhould be» preſer vd, and 
his Liberty reſtor d for . of the 

Acts 16. Believers. Some think he knew this by a ſpe- 
9, 455 cial and immediate Revelation of God, ſuch as 
11. 5 the ſometimes before had. Others think he did 
— — not know this by a certaih and immediate Know- 
| ledg, as ſeems to be intimated by Chap. 2. ver. 17, 
but rather as a likely Conjecture and Hope, from 
the ſeveral Citcumſtances of the matter. Bat 
| | 1: 
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* 2 * | | 4 
in the mean time, as if the Apoſtle ſhould have 
However it may go with me, whether-1 
am ſet at Liberty, or ſuffer Martyrdom for the 
Ces! of Chriſt; as for your part, that which 
highly concerns von who have been call'd into 
the Fellowſhip-of the bleſſed Goſpel, is to de- 
port your ſelves ſuitable to that State, which thro 
Grace you are brought into L have been the 
larger upon the Context, that I: might render 
the ſubſequent Matter the more ou we * 
meaneſt Capacity. 8 Diet 
la the words of our Ti ext there are three 
_—_ which offer 5 prin — EN, Pre 


Av 


1 A fri and: $3 Brat Charge given, 

or Duty commanded; which is to have 
dur Coaverſation ſutable- to, and becom - 
ing the Goſpel of Chriſt. .b33 
„IL Here is a particular Exhortation to a firm 


with another, in the Profeſſion! of our holy 

if © "Religion 3 tgnify'd by finding faſt in _ 

38114 t, wu one Minde. | 

— III. Wearexajoiird and requird ieee 

to exert our, utmoſt: endeavours in the re- 
ſpectivr Stations herein we are plac d, to 

229 bar, bo or — his i cafe Faith of 

„ Ade = Is d 2 

wo for ix. . 422 bas »: 2 

Sxhib- wolle 578 2 2120 V7 ol 18 
- And I think theſe thee Obſervations. take i 0 

the Scape and Doſign of dur Subject. 

I ſhall begin with the firſt  Obſerration, 2 

follow this Method. {192009 334 

. I ſhall: open zndexplain the. Terms rd by 

the Apoſtle to expreſs. this Command | im- 
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© £1 f la deve pon Bene of ali Hes 
ſons and weighty: Conſiderations, - which may 


5 are ſo ſtrictly commanded. 
ble, that the Greek word rohre de, which is 


| Courſe of Life be ſatable thereto, beba 


ted. 
phil 3.20. render d C 


being Citizens of Heaven, not in actual poſſeſ- 
ſion, but free of it and intitled to its Privileges; 4 
and as ſuch it earneſtly requires them to be 


- Eph.2.15. With the Saints, and are of the Jeriſalem which is 
. above, and are come by Faith unto the City of 


and ſo by Grace tobe made meet * the Inhers 


189. 


verſation is, which comports with and becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. | 


ſerve to convince us how much we all ſtand oh- 
Hg d to practiſe this general n Wen we 


In explaining the Terms, it is very remarks- 


render'd Let your Converſation be, implies, that 
they: were Citizens of a City Which is above, 
and naturally bears this Conſtruction: As ye are 
Citizens of the Heavenly Feruſalem, let your 


your ſelves as may be moſt - for the good 
the publick Society to which Jon are rela- 


And ſo the origins] wank andrea, which is 
onverſarion, ſtrictiy a 1 4 
c 


ſhip, or being free of the Heavenly 
it's likely may alſo comprehend the Life, Beha- 
viour and Manners of ſuch as are free. of that 
City 3 and no doubt but the Greek word be- 
fore - mention'd, in our Text, refers to their 


themſelves, and to live as thoſe, who tho? — 
in this lower World, yet are Fellow-Citizens 


the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem; and 
therefore are concern'd to live in ſome Likeneſs 
and Reſemblance to . thoſe bleſſed Inhabitants, 
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 Yance we che 85 in Mek which 1 2 Bis 8 
Walks as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 18 ro: 8 WH 15 5 
good degree fitted and prepar'd for. ; 7 f FA. oy 
2ly. 1 am to deſcribe to you, what thas CFW TH 
verſation is which comports with, and become any 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. = . Os i 
(10 Then, 'tis an humble, Jowls aid meg x nag] 2 8 6 


x _ 
q 


Deportment of our ſelves in the whole Courſe of 


7 7 7 


our Lives z and ſo neceſſary and becoming it is, —_ 5 * 
that our bleſſed Saviour enjoins it upon our Ä 
firſt Entrance on the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian ; "mo  —_ 
Religion, requiring us to learn it of him, who Mit 115 "SY 
was meek and lowly, in heart. And a molt exact 25. . 1 
Pattern has the Son of God given us to imitate, = 
as near as poſſible we can; and the holy Apoſtle =_ 
"enforces the Duty and Virtue of Humility, from "I 
the Example of Chriſt, exhorting them t ler abf Te : 
the ſame Mind be in "them which was. alſo in 6,7, . 
Chriſt Jeſus : which refers chiefly to his volunta- 
Ty Abaſement, who tho he were in the Form of 
God, not an accidental but an eſſential Form, as 
the Greek word wopen ſignifies, and: therefore 
thought it not Robbery to, be equal with God, 
yet made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
on him the Form of a Servant, and. humbled. _ 
himſelf in the moſt ſtupendous manner, not on- 
ly at laſt in ſuffering Death for the Sins of Man- ) 
Kind, but alſo in the whole Courſe of bis Life 
antecedent to his Suffering: for his Geſtures, his 
Behaviour, what he ſaid, and what he did, were 4 
, a moſt evident Proof of i the Lowlineſs and Mex - -  &@p 
neſs of his Mind. And of ſo great Contern is 
this Divine Frame and Temper, that St. Pal, 
when he preſſes, the Epheſians to walk worthy or Eph. 4. 2. 
their Chriſtian Calling, ſhews them that it ist 
be with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs. And- the 


ſame . exhorts the — among — 
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ret, 3. 5. the Chriſtians to be cloth d with Humility: This 


Rom. 12, proper, upon the account of any thing we are 
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Col.3. 12, ther Chriſtian Virtues, to put on Humbleneſs of WM Sy 
Mind, and Meekneſs. 'And St. Peter Alls Ne Pi 


Virtue is in direct oppoſition to Pride, and main- 
ly conſiſts in a ſober, modeſt and lowly Opi- 
nion of our ſelves and our Endowmeats, or in 
not yaluing our ſelves beyond what is due and 


8,15, poſſeſs d of, whether it be internal or external; 
upon which follows a ſubmiſſive and condeſcend= 
ing Deportment in every part of our Life, aos 
cording to our ſeveral Capacities. 
; It is that Grace governing in our Minds, by 
Phil. 2.3. Which we are diſpos'd to efteem others better 
than our ſelves; and the want of this Grace, 
and its happy Influence in the Conduct of our 
' + - Lives, has ſo often caus'd great Contention in 
the Church of Chriſt; for by Pride, which is 
Prev. 13. Oppoſite to this Virtue, the Wiſeman: tells us, 
10. comes Contention: For when Men grow heady 
and high-minded, then they arraign their Bre- 
thren, and break the Peace of Sion, and under a 
colour of Zeal for God and Religion, they aban- 
don the prime and chief Virtues of Chriſtiani- 
..- ty, without which they can never appear to be 
_ Chriſt's Diſciples, having not learnt of him this 
_ neceſſary Grace; which, as I may fay, is a con- 
_ Kitueat part of our Holy Religion; and of na 
lleſs Import is that Meekneſs that is recommens 
ded to us in the Texts before cited. Nor can 
we ever walk ſutable to the Goſpel without it 
for it is a Virtue by which we are not. eaſily 
provok d or offended, and it denotes to us Eafir 
. neſs, Gentleneſs and Sweetneſs of Temper, in 
oppoſition to Moroſeneſs, Frowardneſs, Sour- 
neſs and Paſſion; it includes our forgiving In- 
juries, bearing Reproaches, and ee 
EIA 1 . 0 * 1 0 34 242 4 0 
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Good for Evil -"Tt"is calfd a m K and-quiet 25 


rice. ON ; 
And what can more adorn our Holy Profeſſion 
than ſuch a ſweet and divine Temper ? for in- 
deed all fierce and rough Methods are not te 
way of bringing Proſelytes to the Church, or 1 
keeping them there; but we axe to be gentle to 


: : " 


all Men, in Meeks inſtructing thoſe, that op- 2 Tim: 2. 
poſe themſelves; to ſpeak Evil of no Man, to 24, 25. 
be no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meek; Tit. 3. 2. 
nes to all Men: And we are exhorted to put on Col. 3. 12, 
Meekneſs and TLong- Suffering, forbearing one ano- 13. 
ther, and forgiving one another : and. this is a God-, 
like Virtue: And ſuch are declar'd bleſſed, being Mat. 5.4; 
to ſome good degree qualify'd to inherit the new. 
Heaven and new Earth, wherein ſhall. dwell. 
„ / ar Warr 
2. That Conyerſation which becomes the lark g; 
Goſpel of Chriſt,” is alſo peaceable and quiet 30. 
both in the Church, and with all Men as much Rom. 12. 
as poſſible: and therefore St. Paul exhorts the 18. 
Hebrews, to follow Peace with all. Men; and the Heb. 12 
Theſſalonians, to be at Peate among themſelves: 14. _ 
and among the reſt; comprehended in Walking : Theff. 
worthy our high Calling as Chriſtians, this is 
none of the leaſt part to be regarded, that we 
keep the Unity of Spirit in the Bond of Peace. But Eph. 4. 3. 
how diſagreeable to this is the Practice of too 
many, who upon little occaſions break and diſ- 
turb the Quiet of the Church of Chriſt, as to 
the Peace and Tranquillity thereof was but of 
little worth, and to be facrific'd upon every. - 
Change of Humour, or every new Impreſſion. 
that's made upon Mens Brains, or new Ideas 
form'd in their Minds, whether -reaſonable af\.. 
not ? But this * Temper and W 
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| F 8 ſhall no longer ſee as thro a Glaſs darkly, bun 


F; introduc'd under the ſpectous* Pretences of | 

1 being valiant for the Truth: and from hence 

ſome think they have the liberty to anathema- 
tize others, who are more modeſt and ſparing 

in their Cenſures (and leſs dogmatical and po- 
ſitive) in reſpect of ſach who differ from them 

in myſterious Points. Tis true, our Peace and 
VDuity is to be ſuch, as is conſiſtent with Puritx 
and Truth; we are not for Peace-ſake to be- 
tray or give up the great and plain Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, or admit Hereſy in the Church of 

© God: but ſtill we muſt be very careful how we 

-  atraign pious good Men who differ from us; eſ- 
pecially about ſuch ſublime Points, which we 
can never in this World fully underſtand (for 
now we know but in part) but they ſeem rather 
to be deſign'd for nobler Subjects, to exerciſe our 
Underſtanding, and imploy our Contemplation 

upom in the next World for ever, when our Fa- 
cläulties ſhall be rais'd up to the higheſt Pitch and 
Perfection that they are capable of; when we 


Face to Face, and know as we are known. But if 

we would inhabit thoſe calm and bliſsful Re- 
gions, we muſt live in Peace while in this 
World, or elſe we can never be fit Inhabitants 
for the Heavenly Jeruſalem, which will be abſo- 
lately free from all Contention and Strife: for 
all that bleſſed and gloritfy'd Family will live for 
eyer in the ſtricteſt Friendſhip and uninterrupted 
Quiet; there will be no Jars nor Contentiens 

there; and therefore let us all labour for that 
Wiſdom which is from above, which is pure and 
peaceable, that ſo we may have ſome good re- 
ſemblance in our Minds, and in our Lives, with 

what we ſhall ever be, if we are ſo happy as to be 

/ admitted into the Preſence of God in ay ; P 

| | - 
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(30) If we won'd lire ſutable to the Goſpel 
and ſo to a heavenly. Citizenſhip, we muſt lire 


in Charity and Love. This is ſtrictly enjoinck 5 


io the Goſpel, and I think is much oftner incul- 
cated than any other Duty; which ſhews. how: 
backward we are to obſerve it, and of how 


great moment it is: It is the true "new and 40123 7 


riſtick of Chriſt's Diſciples 3-it is the new and 9h, 13-34 
great Command which our Lord gave his: Diſ- an. . Jo 
ciples not long before he ſuffer d: This 5 my'; 14. 
Commandment, that ye love one another. And we n. 
are exhorted to follow after Charity, and to ler 1 Cor. 16. 


all our things be: done with Charity; to walk in Love, 14. 


as Chriſt alſo hath loved 4. And this is alſo in- Th. 5.2. 


timated in walking worthy of the Vocation mhere- 


with we are call d; which is to be with Lowlineſs Eph. 4. 2. 
an Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 


another in Love : And we are requir d by St. John: Joh. 3. 


to love in deed. and in truth, and to dwell in Love, Ch. 416 


which the Apoſtle ſays is to dwell in Gad, who is 


Love: And St. Peter exhorts us to love one ano- LT Pet. I, 
ther with a pure Heart fervently; and above all 22 


things to have. fervent Charity among our ſelves, OY 
And when St: Paul advisd' the Coloſſians to put 
on as the Elect of God many Chriſtian Graces ;' 
above all theſe, ſays he, put on. Charity, which" is 
the Bond of Perfeftneſs. For by a, Metaphor it is 
compar'd to a Garment, which Chriſtians are 
exhorted to put on; and it is compar'd- to a 
Bond or Ligament, which ties and unites all 
the Members of the Church together; it is a 
kind and brotherly Affection one to another. 
By this Grace we are engag'd to do all good 


Offices one for another, and to take pleaſure n 


* 


promoting another's Happineſs. It is in 1 
ition to Hatred and Malice, and all Rancout 
and Ill Nature: and this Grace prompts us wh 4 


of ' 


fad. hannd 


* 
_ 
— 


CCor. . God: for Charity. ſuffereth long, and is Kind, en- 
5,7. vieth not, is not eafily mov d, thinketh no ri, 


be of a compaſſionate and ſympathizing Diſpo= 
ſition to all Men, whether under Aſfliction of Boi 
or Mind. This. obliges us to put à modeſt 
ſtruction upon what another ſays or does, 
and not to ſtrain things, and! draw unnatural 
Conſequences from them, on purpoſe to expoſe 
good Men and their honeſt Intentions. If Cha- 
rnity did govern more in our Souls, we ſhould 
. + _- have more Peace and Concord in the Church of 


1 


- 7» bedreth all things, 'as far as will conſiſt with 
the Truth, Purity, and Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel. And it is a Grace that will never fail: in 
Heaven there will be a continual Exerciſe of it; 
all that bleſſed Society will love God with an 
 Inconceivable Love and Complacency, as the 
Chief Good; and one another, as happy Sha- 
rers in tlie Divine Favour. Their Hearts will 
be united in the ſtricteſt Friendſhip, and be for 
ever exerting themſelves in the brighteſt In- 
ſtances of Divine Love and Affection. And 
this, one would think, ſhould be wy attractive 
and exciting to us, while in onr militant State, 
to come up as far as we can to that deſirable» 


Frame and heavenly Temper. 
(4-) In order to walk ſutable to the Goſpel, 
our Converſation muſt be juſt and righteous => 
We: muſt obſerve our Saviour's Rule, Therefore 
MNuat. 7. 12 all things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
to you, do ye even to them; that is to ſay, in all 
our Intercour ſes one with another, we ſhould do 
. what is juſt and equal, to the utmoſt of dur 
Rom. 13. Capacity yielding to every one what of right 
7,8. belongs to them, and to follow after Righteouſ- 
= * 6. neſs, to render to all their Due, And this ex- 
1 Theſſ. 4. clades all Fraud, Deceit, and Tricking in 9 - 


ICor. 13. 
. 


8 


a * 29 
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3 BE * | 
es bes Io AIC 
and Traffick one with another: No Man is to | 
go beyond and defraud his Brother in any mat= * 4 
ter, for God js the Avenger of all ſuch. ' And all | 
Oppreſſion and Griping upon the Neceſſity, of 
another, and all Detraction and Evibſpeaking, 
which is an invading our Neighbour's Kight, is 
forbidden in that of doing righteouſly. For 
eyery Man has a natural Right, as he belongs to 
the common Society of Mankind; to be de- . 
fended and protected in his Perſon, Eſtate, and 4 
Reputation. And as we ſhould not traduce nor + 
fallly aſperſe an innocent Perſon our ſelves, ſo 
neither ſhould we permit another to do it, 
when it is in our power to hinder it. And this 
is a great piece of Juſtice which we owe to 1 
all. Men, and to our Chfiſtian Brethren in par- 
ticular. : | 1 5 T5 8 
C.) In deporting our ſelves becoming the 
Goſpel. Our Converſation muſt be holy and 
pure: and therefore St. Paul exhorts the Corin- 
thians to cleanſe themſelves from all Hlthineſs of 2Cor.7.1. 

Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 

God. And the Epheſians were enjoin'd to put off 

their former Converſation, which was corrupt ac- Eph. 4. 
cording to the deceitful Luſts, and to put on the 22, 24. 

nem Man, which after God is created in Righteouſ= . _ 

neſs and true Holineſs. And this the Grace of Js 
God teacheth, that denying Ungodlineſs and world. Tit.z, rx, 

ly Tufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 12. 

goaly in this preſent World. And we are requir'd / 

to follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without Heb. 12. 

which we cannot ſee God. And St. Peter exhorts 14. 

the Believers to be holy in all manner. of Converſa+ 1Pe I 
tien; and ſeeing, ſays he, all theſe things ſhall be 2 pet. 3. 
diſſolv'd, what manuer of Perſons ought we to be in 11. 

alt holy Converſation, and Godlineſs ? One great | 
Peligu of the Goſpel was to make us holy both 


N f 
2 { | | I 4 | | 

| ; * 
. ' . 
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778 15 is 121 | 
in Heart and Lifs; and withont e wis no Pro- 
feſſion of Religion can do ns any Good®: 
for Religion conſiſts in the Practice of real 
Gale in mortifying our Luſts, and ſab- 
duing our Paſſions, and attaining by the Grace 
of God to a divine Habit of hating Sin, and de- 
lighting in God, and all that is good and truly 
. vertuous and holy ; by which we come to defire 
ac clearer ſight of God, and a fuller Fruition of 
__ | him, who is perfectly holy, juſt, and good, that 
"IF IR ſo we may be wrought into his Likeneſs. And 
| this muſt needs be a material part of the Chriſ- 
tian Converſation; for this bears ſome Reſem- 
blance to the Holineſs of the heavenly Inhabi- 
+ tants, whoconſtantly enjoy the Preſence of God, 
| and behold his Face. And we are requir*d to at 
and live like ſuch who are ally'd an related' to 
that Celeſtial Company, as ſuch who by Faith 
_ diſcern our Intereſt in the new Feruſalem (tho 
as yet we are at a diſtance from it) and there- 
fore are to walk agreeable to ſuch a Relatjon. 
And thus I have ſaid all I think 22 5 as to 58 
3 Chriſtian Converſation. 
lam now in the third place to uy before you 
| ſome of thoſe Reaſons and weighty Conſidera- 
tions which may ſerve to convince us how mach 
we are all concern'd' to practiſe this general 
Duty, which we are ſo ſtrictiy comm: nded 1 In 
our Ter. 
| Reaſon 1. And firſt, conſider it is a divine pre- 
cept, and how inexcuſable we muſt be in 'the 
gteat Day of Account, if we diſpute againſt or 
will not obey ſo reaſonable an Injunction. Con- 
. fider the Energy and Force of thoſe Scriptures 
which in the preceding part of the Diſcourſel 
have read to you, that 22825 it e WS an 
r Duty. 
19 60 72 2Reaſe 
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us remember, it's whit: all 


Let 
| Chriſtians oblige themſelves to hen they enter 


i Rau 


into Covenunt with God: they then engage to 
ſerve God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to con- 
TForm to the Rules of the Goſpel; and that * 
to walk Seng their holy Profeſſion· No 

conſider, it would be 4 great violation of th War 
Solemn Covenant'tb be remiſꝭ in this Duty; and 
it would be to bring great Guilt upon our ſelves, 
and a moſt ungenerous Act not to do and per- 
form what we voluntarily conſented to, eſpeti- 
ally when we remember that our Heavenly Fa- 
ther is never backward to afford us the Aids of 


Ris Grace to enable us to Ferform.our Duty and r Aut 


do his Will. 1 

"u 37 Reafe: "Lat Fs call 3 that ax the ChriC- 
tian Religion is the beſt Religion in the World, 
conſider d in its Primitive Excellency, it: will 
dea great diſhonour to God, arid to the Apoſtie 
and High- Nrieſt of our Profeſſion Jeſus Chriſt, 
if we do not adorn the Doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour with A Life ſutahle thereto. So ill · natur d 
IP and unjuſt, that they turn the Faults 
ara: Perſons upon à whole Community, 

__——_ the very .Canſe of Chriſt with the 

afriages. ob his Votaries : Which ſhould ex- 
; wr us to great care and watchfulneſs, leſt an 
unſutable Walk ſhould hinder others from re- 
ceiving Chriſt, and ſubmitting to bis Doctrine. 
The: efficacy af the Goſpel is in part ſeen by the 
Effect it has upon the Lives and Manners of 
Men; and by this others in part Reer their 
Courſe. J It: 

' 4+ Reaf. Let us conſider, that wichout this 
@hriſtiaa Life; out whole Profeſſion, as to our 
n be in 2 and our Souls loſt for 
Daf. * C ever; 


Fang 3 
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ever; but if we live this Life;it will be well with 
us hereafter: for tho we can never merit Hea- 
ven by all the good we are * of doing, yet 
there is as much neceſſity of a Divine and Spi- 
ritual Life as if we did; tho when we have dene 
all, we muſt ſay, we are unproſitable Servants, and 
- -the Eternal Reward will be of Grace and not of 
Debt. But ſtill we are to labour that we max 
glorify God bere, ſince we can never elſe ek 
pect to enjoy him hereafter. A bare Profeſſion 
of Religion will never do without ſomething 
more real and ſubſtantial: The Form of Godli- 
neſs is excellent and very ſerviceable, when joun'd 
Heb. 12. with the Power of it; Let ut thereſure lay aſide 
*. every Weight, and the Sin that eaſily beſets'us," and 
run with Patience the Race ſet before ut. Let us 
follow the great and good Examples we have 
in the Word of God, and in an efpecial man- 
ner that of our bleſſed Saviour; and then we: ſhall 
at laſt receive the end of our Faith, even the Sal- 
vation of our Souls, and have an Entrance mini, 
ter d abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. And now I come 
it} _- Withett eee anotraT eie 10 
' Woe 2. Obſerv. in our Text, which is a part 
lar Exhortation to a firm and conſtant Unian 
and Agreement one with another in the Pro- 
-feſſion of our holy Religion ſignifyd by ffn 
ing faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind. And to this 
I need not ſay much, becauſe it has in part fell 
in our way already. This may intimate and 
"imply, as much as we can, to be of one Undem 
ſtanding, and eſpecially of one Heart and Affeca 
tion. To which agrees the Advice in Chapter 
the 2d, verſe the 2d, To be like minded, my 
the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one 400 
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8 And the Corinthians ate onjoinꝰd 2 ave:d Diviſions, © Cor. i. 
: An to beiperfettly; jnin d rogether. in the ſame Andy: © * 
78 and the ſamt Judgment. We muſt endeavour te Bphef. 4 
1 deep the Unity ef the Spirit in the Rand of Peace 3263 
1 And: it is fecorded to the Hondur of the Frimi :: 
tire Chriſtians, That they were f ane Heart, and Akts 4+ 
' one Soul. And it vould be happy for the Church 
FE of Chriſt if it as ſo now: but now+Menare Tos” 
* quarrelſome, that for little matters they will 
break the Unity and Peace of the Church. We 
can never expect to be exactly of ane Mind in 
matters meerly nice and ſpeculative, which ate 
like different Features in Mens Faces, which->  - 
diſtinguiſn them from one another, but do not 
change the human Shape: We well ſecure and 
keep the Unity of the Faith, when we agree in 
all the Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian? 
Religion, and the foundation Principles of Chriſt's Heb. 6. 
Doctrine: Let us therefore keep up a ſtrict U- , 2. 
nion in the Things of God and not diſſer Where 
in reality there is no diftereace except in Ex- 
preſſion. Conſider how much Contention, and 
Strife, and Diſunion weakens the Intereſt of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel; And how: good and plea- Plale1322 
ſant it is for Brethren tolive together in Unity. 1,2 i 
3. Obſerv. I now come to the third and 'laſt 
Obſer vation; which is, That we are <ojoin'd and 
- requir d unanimouſly to exert our utmoſt endea- 
vours in our reſpective Stations, to keep, defend, 
and propagate the Faith of the Goſpel: And this 
is called a ftriving for it. This Faith I conceive 
chieffy refers to the Doctrine of Faith, calbd 4 | 
Ferm ef ſound Words, which St. Paul exhorts 77. 2 Tim. 1. 
mothy to hold faſt; and which the ſame Apoſtle3· 
to Titus terms ſound Doctrine; which ſome, as 
13 there predicted, would not endure; It is calłd » 
| the Faith which was once deliver d to the Saints« Jude 3; 
| * : C2 This 


— 


This we are to keep to, and contend för aj 
dq what we ca to advance and prüpsgate lt 
_ > 224+ fignifies' the Chriſtian Religion, asg ſet up ank 
 eltabliſ'&by Jeſus Chiiſt in oppoſition to qudg- 
iſm and Heatbeniſm; that glot ĩaus Goſpel of the 
Son of God, which contaius in it. che cleareſt 
ac faulleſt Revelation of the Mind and Will of 
1 God, s to what we are to do rand to believe. 
1 This would admit of a very large Diſcourſe, 
but I ſball »avoi prolixity, and ſhall 2 lit- 
| tle touch upon that part of it relating to the 
_  _ Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinityig which is in- 
—_  - deed a very great; Myſtery; and What onght to 
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bde treated on with a great dealſiofrModeſty.and - / 
Caution: the furious and giddy debating n 
this inſcrutable 8ubject has prowd à diſoheur 
to that God who is infinite! and perfect, ana 
whom our ſhallow. Conceptions and Minds can 
nmaever form an exact and adequate Idea of; for 
he is Incomprehenſible: Let ſome untbinkl- 
ing Perſons have as familiarly diſcourt'd of the + -/ 
Divine Majeſty, and with as much freedom - at ij 
they had been in the celeſtial Orbs, and admit- 
ted into Heaven, and ſo had obtain'd the Pri- 
| vilege of the Angels to behold the Face of God: | 
Alas! it is but à little our finite Natures are 
capable of knowing and underſtanding of God; 
and therefore we ſhould be very tender how ] ,ỹẽ 
cetiſure one another about ſuch an inexplicable 
Myſtery; for all good © Chriſtians acknowiedg 
One God and no more, and that this One Gd 
is the Object of Divine Worſhip and Praiſe. Let 
Als not therefore ſtrain one another's Words, or 
wreſt them from their plain import, and condemmn 
ſuch as are vertuous and holy, becauſe they can 
not conform to our Mode of ſpeaking. Let us 
not force our own Creeds and Interpretations: - 
| | upon 
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pon other Men, as . i 
by. Tis true, Axticles of Faich are highly ne- 
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and the Abetters of it; bat then let us be furs, 
hat ſuch Articles be very clear, and conſonant 


- 
FRIES, 


/ord of God. 


ind ſtigmatizing at every turn ſuch as difſen 
rom them with the name of Hereticks: a very 
ncharitable way it is, and oftentimes very un- 
juſt, --Some Perſons: ſeem to aſſect to be popnu- 
lar, and to make 4 noiſe, if it be only to ſtir... 
p Strife and Contention. I acknowledg it is 
highly neceſſary to do what we can to kęep 
he Church pure both in Life and Doctrine; but 
hen let us in the Spirit of Meekneſs inſtruct 
uch as we think are out of the way, and pity 
them wherein they err. But that I may not 
eave you in the dark as to what I have to ſay 
relatiag to the Point before us, I think this is. 
plain and evident from the Scripture, That in. . 
the Godhead there is Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt; That as Gad the Father is an eternal, 
infinite, incomprehenſible, ſpiritual Being, fo. 
our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, with reſpect to bis Di- 
vine: Nature, is of the ſame Eſſence with bis 
Father; the Divine Ady, or Word, which joh. 1. 1. 
was with Gad, and was God, abd ſo is properly Paal. 48.8. 
declar'd to be God; and upon this account many Heb. 1. 8. 
| of the Titles which are aſcrib'd to God the Tit.. 13 · 
Father, are given to his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; he is 
call'd the Alpha and Omega, the Almighty. He Rev. 1. 8. 
is not call'd God upon the account af Deputa- 

tion, as Magiſtrates and Rulers ſometimes were 

in reſpect of Office; but in regard of the Iden- 
tity and Sameneſs of his Divine Nature, and his 

} meat 
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eſſary.$0.keop falſe Doctrine out, of the Church. 
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0 the plain Expreſſion and Meaning of the 114. * 
N * . nee 1. 50 n 8 " & 
Same Men take a ſart of pleaſure in aſperſing 


* 
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= mo . ri "=" 
—_ 5 Best Retafionts God his Father. And for the 
= - Good and Salvation of Men, he had a Body pre. 
Heb, 10. paf d him, dad he was made of 2h. Serd of David 
ae bolthe Hleſb. The Mord wat made fleſb, 
Job. 14. and d welt among us, and we \beheld-his- Glory, Hays 
the Evangeliſt John, as the Glory ef vhe only bes 
gotten Son of the Father, full of Grace ani Truth. 
2 Tim. g Great it the Myſtery of Godlineſs?! ©: God was ma- 
16. nifeſt in the Fleſh, there was an Aſſumptiod f 
4. 5 Ren Natures upon which account! he is call\d” 
Man. Lr D 
This noi what the Seriptüsebaſlürt wit 
reſpect to God the Father and dur Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt; and let us be ſatisfy'd with the Account 
the Scriptore gives us, and not be wife above 
what is written. We can never exactly account 
for or define the Manner of the Union of the 
Divine and Human Nature; it's above our 
reach, we cannot ſee thro ſuch a Secret and 
Myſtery, it is enough for us to believe it as ſo 
reveal'd and declar d. And with reſpect to the 
Joh. 5. 7. Holy Ghoſt, it's aſſerted, that he is one with the 
Father and Word, bearing Record in Heaven 5 ͤ and 
theſe three are one that 1s, as 1 underſtand it, in 
Eſſence as well as Agreement. i 4933088 
And this I take to be a pretty Jain and ex- 
preſs Account of a part of what the Scriptures 
teſtify in relation to this great Myſtery ; and 15 
wiſh it may be of uſe to us all. There 
have been much more ſaid, but I did not deſigu 
to do more than juſt hint theſe things to you. 
And now to cloſe the whole with ſome brief Im- 
pPravement. #9 
Such of you, my Brethren, who ſtand in a 
Miniſterial Capacity, are in a particular mannet 
ep apa to 7 e to the Goſpel of: tt 
FOIL © _ Chriſty 


4 


go". 1 , 4 ©, e . | 
' Chrilt, to be exemplary both in Life and Dor- 7 
trine, and to be 4 Pattern to- the: Belie vers 
and to promote the Unit and Peace off be 
Church of Chriſt; to avoid all Strife and Con- 
tention about Words, that tend only toſabvert 
the Hearers, and to join heartily together to 
advance, defend and propagate the Goſpel of 
our Redeemer in its Purity and native Simplici- 
ty; to watch againſt every thing that may have 
a tendency to ſhake our Faith and Church-Con- 


4 


ick Beauty and Excellency. Let us take heed to our 
us ſelves and our Doctrine, and deliver ſound 
unt Truths, which may not be liable to any juſt ex- 8 
ve ception, but which may tend to the Benefit and 
unt 19 of all: and this will be a happy 
the ſtriving together for the Goſper-Faith, 
ur And with reſpect to private Chriſtians, what 
nu concerns you alſo is to live in a ſtrict Confor- 

ſo mity to the Rules of the Goſpel, to adorn it 
he with a' ſatable Life, to recommend your holy 
the profeſſion to others by a holy and pious Conver- 
m ſation, and by ＋ quiet and peaceable in the 
in Church of Chriſt where you ſtand. © Take care 
to preſerve Unity and Oneneſs of Mind, and 
* BY do what you can to promote the Cauſe and In- 
res” F- tereſt of Chriſt. According to your reſpective 
UT Abilities, encourage and aſſiſt ſuch as are ſet over 
vou in the Lord, to take the Care and Overſight 

gu of your Souls; the leſs you are capable of doing 
du,” WF one way to promote Religion, the more ſhould you 
m. do another, that is, in being ready to every good 
Work, forward to communicate, willing to dif- | 
tribute. f — 1 

er: i Now the God of Peace, that broughtgain from 
Fa de Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd Lat 

7 8 = 8 


ſtitut ion, and do all we can to ſupport it in its 
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